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letter had been carefully weighed, with the sole intention of
minimizing the scandaL

"I am not at all surprised, my dear young friend, that you
should be anxious about Jean, or that you should have been in-
fluenced by the ridiculous tittle-tattle that has been going the
rounds. He has returned to us here much surprised and consider-
ably disturbed by all the talk there has been about his little
escapade. The Cure and the chemist are the two persons chiefly
responsible. Both are guilty of having stirred up public opinion.
For the second of the gentlemen in question there is some show of
excuse, but the former has shown a lack of judgment and modera-
tion which is really quite intolerable in one of his cloth, to say
nothing of the fact that he claims to be an educator of youth! I
said as much when I went to pay back the money which he had
advanced to my son. It has been the subject of fantastic gossip. I
can only hope that if it came to your ears you refused to believe a
word. The priest had nothing to say to my charges, and I must
admit that my feelings as a mother led me to express myself with
what may have been rather excessive warmth."

(Much later I was able to realize how sublime the abbe's silence
had been. With a single word he could have crushed the woman
who was hurling insults at his head, for she did not then know that
her son had spent a whole night shivering beneath the windows of
the Balauze hotel, that he had very nearly died as a result of that
adventure, and that his mind had been permanently scarred and
poisoned by what his eyes had seen on that occasion, and by what
his ears had heard.)

The Countess told me, in conclusion, that Jean was to spend the
rest of the year in England, and that he would have to be in
Bordeaux for a few days before starting on his journey. She hoped
that he would be permitted to come and say good-bye to us.

This letter left me with a feeling of embarrassment and un-
certainty. Ought I to send it on to the abbe Calou in accordance
with my promisee I had to relax my attitude of reserve towards my